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A Letter from 
the President & CEO  

To O
ur P

artn
ers and Stakeholders,

 

 

The day care providers and communitie
s w

ith
in th

e C
entra

l R
egional K

ey 

can ta
ke prid

e in
 th

e accomplis
hments in

 th
e year r

epresented in
 th

is re
port.

 

 

Through im
provement re

presented by S
TAR m

ovement o
r in

 sustaining a 

STAR, d
ay care provider s

taffs
 have deepened th

e safety of th
eir e

nviro
nments fo

r 

child
ren and stre

ngthened child
 development a

ctiv
itie

s and outcomes.

 

 

Through activ
e C

ommunity
 Engagement G

roups, o
ur c

ommunitie
s 

have ta
ken re

sponsibilit
y fo

r th
e quality

 of c
are of th

eir y
oung child

ren and 

the smooth tra
nsitio

n fo
r s

uccess in
 th

e school s
ystems.

 

 

All t
his professional a

nd passionate atte
ntio

n to
 early

 le
arning has 

positiv
ely im

pacted m
ore th

an 15,000 child
ren in

 th
e 17 countie

s of th
e 

Centra
l R

egional K
ey.  T

he child
ren are our fu

ture, a
nd our c

ommunitie
s and 

early
 le

arning professionals, s
upporte

d by re
sources fro

m O
CDEL, h

ave 

appropria
tely m

ade th
em a prio

rity
.

 

 

The le
adership skills

 developed, h
oned and im

plemented by our 

provider c
ommunity

 have helped th
em to

 successfully
 

nurtu
re and care fo

r o
ur y

oung.  A
s economic 

circ
umstances cause us to

 tig
hten our b

elts
, th

at 

passionate commitm
ent to

 our n
ew generatio

n, w
ho are 

our fu
ture, a

nd th
e contin

ual h
oning of o

ur le
adership 

and professional s
kills

, w
ill 

serve us and our c
hild

ren 

well.
 

Sincerely,  
 

 

Janet A
llin

g
 

President &
 C

EO
 

STEP, In
c. 
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Our Friends & Partners  

What Are They Saying? 

Growing In Faith Daycare   

 Growing In Faith Daycare, a ministry of the Faith United Methodist Church in Bellefonte achieved a STAR 4 rating with the 

Pennsylvania Keystone STARS Early Learning Program on July 29, 2009. Growing In Faith opened its doors in September 1995 with  on ly 

fourteen (14) children enrolled, one of which was seven (7) year old Natalie Johnson, Today Growing In Faith serves over sixt y f amilies 

in the program ranging from infants through elementary school students and Natalie Johnson is now a teacherõs aide in our school -age 

program - the very same program she attended fourteen years agoé 

 When you have quality within your teaching staff the benefits are many, like the drive to score well on the Environmental 

Rating Scale and the ability to crosswalk the curriculum with the PA Early Learning Standards to name just a few. And then th ere is the 

networking...the networking...the networking. Through the director's credential and community organizations like Smart Start of Centre 

County I have met so many wonderful people. Sharing ideas and successes as well as failures has inspired us to keep reaching.  

 In the past twenty months that I have been with this program in the Director's position I have seen the program dramatically 

transform from a STAR ONE to a STAR FOUR ratingé 

 As we continue to nurture our most, precious gifté our children, it is the goal of our dedicated teaching team and admini-

stration to maintain and strengthen our STAR FOUR rating as we reach into the future.  

 Star 4 Article submitted by Christine Ebeling, Director  

Little Lambs Preschool & Child Care 

Williamsport, PA  
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Keystone STARS 
In the Central Regional Key  

 In fiscal year 2008 -2009, Central Region Key supported 442 early learning programs in 17  

counties. These programs served 15,110 children ages birth to 13 years of age. Keystone STARS 

improves quality in early learning programs through research based performance standards,  

professional development, technical assistance, resources and support. Below are charts listing  

participating early learning programs by county and the number of children they serve.  
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Partners and Stakeholders 
HEAD START  

Bedford/Fulton County Heady Start ~ Centre/Clearfield Child Services, Inc.  

Child Advocates of Blair Co. ~Columbia Child Development Center  

Community Action Partnership of Cambria Co. ~ Danville Head Start  

Fulton County Center for Families ~ Huntingdon Co. Child & Adult Development Corp.  

Juniata County Head Start ~ Lycoming -Clinton STEP ~ Northumberland Head Start  

Snyder -Union -Mifflin Child Development, Inc. ~ Somerset County Head Start  

INTERMEDIATE UNITS  

Appalachia IU 8 ~ BLaST Intermediate Unit 17 ~ Capital Area Intermediate Unit 15  

Central Intermediate Unit 10 ~ Central Susquehanna Intermediate Unit I6  

Tuscarora Intermediate Unit 11  

REGIONAL KEYS 

Central Regional Key ~ Northeast Regional Key ~ Northwest Regional Key  

South Central Region ~ Southeast Region ~ Southwest Region  

PENNSYLVANIA EARLY L EARNING KEY TO QUALITY  

Pennsylvania Key  

OCDEL 

Office of Child Development Early Learning Commonwealth of PA  

PARTNERS AND LEADERSHIP COUNCIL  

Peggy Gallagher, Early Intervention Technical Assistance (EITA) ~ Becky Leiter, Head Start Regional Coordinator  

Angela Mamrak, ERS Assessor, Berks County IU ~ Roxie Nestlerode, Early Development Education Institute/PSU  

Barb Mitchell, Pennsylvania Highlands Community College ~ Patricia Carroll, ERS Assessor, Berks County IU  

Erica Reighard, Pennsylvania Highlands Community College ~ Susan Clark -Teisher, Pennsylvania College of Technology 

Beth Simon, ERS Assessor, Berks County IU ~ Early Childhood Professional Development Corporation  

William Wehr, Certification Administrator DPW/OCDEL  

PENN STATE COOPERATI VE EXTENSIONS 

Bradford County Cooperative Extension ~ Blair County Cooperative Extension ~ Cambria County Cooperative Extension  

Centre County Cooperative Extension ~ Clinton County Cooperative Extension  

Huntingdon County Cooperative Extension ~ Juniata County Cooperative Extension  

Lycoming County Cooperative Extension ~ Mifflin County Cooperative Extension  

Somerset County Cooperative Extension ~ Union County Cooperative Extension  
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Partners and Stakeholders 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  

Center for Community Services ~ United Way of Blair County ~ Office of Community Health/Memorial Medical Center  

Smart Start ~ Clinton County Cooperative Extension ~ Columbia Child Development Center  

Fulton County Center for Families ~ Huntingdon County Child & Adult Development Corp.  

United Way of Mifflin and Juniata Counties ~ Lycoming County United Way  

Child Care Services of Montour County ~ Greater Susquehanna Valley United Way  

Perry County Literacy Council ~ Union County Commissioners ~ Tableland Services  

CCIS 

CCIS of Bedford - Center for Community Services ~ CCIS of Blair -  Child Care Connection  

CCIS of Cambria County -  Cambria County Child Development Corp.  

CCIS of Centre - Child Development & Family Council of Centre County  

CCIS of Columbia - Columbia Child Development Program, Inc.  

CCIS of Cumberland/Perry/Dauphin Counties  

CCIS of Adams/Franklin/Fulton - South Central Community Action Programs, Inc.  

CCIS of Huntingdon - Huntingdon County  Child & Adult Development Corp.  

CCIS of Juniata - Juniata County Child Care & Development Service, Inc.  

CCIS of Lycoming/Clinton Counties ~ CCIS of Mifflin - Snyder Union Mifflin Child Development, Inc.  

CCIS of Montour  - Danville Child Development Center ~ CCIS of Northumberland County  

CCIS of Snyder, Union Counties - Snyder Union Mifflin Child Development, Inc.  

CCIS of Somerset County  

LITERACY  

Altoona Area School District ~ Central IU 10 ~ Central Susquehanna IU I6 ~ Chestnut Ridge School District  

Greater Johnstown Area Vocational -Technical School ~ Huntingdon County Child and Adult Development Corp.  

Lycoming County Library System ~ Mid -State Literacy Council  

PSU Beaver Campus (Adjunct Literacy Action) Nancy Woods ~ Somerset County Technology Center  

Tuscarora IU 11 (MCIDC Plaza Building 58) ~ Union -Snyder Community Action Agency  

HIGHER EDUCATION  

Allegany College of Maryland (Bedford Campus) ~ Allegany College of Maryland (Somerset Campus)  

Bloomsburg University ~ Bucknell University ~ Juniata College ~ Lock Haven University  

Lycoming College ~ Mansfield University ~ Mount Aloysius College  

Pennsylvania College of Technology ~ Pennsylvania Highlands Community College  

Pennsylvania State University ~ Susquehanna University  

LIBRARIES 

Altoona Area Public Library ~ Bloomsburg Public Library ~ Fulton County Library  

James V. Brown Library ~ Mifflin County Library ~ Public Library of Union County ~ Schlow Library  
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