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By PAT CROSSLEY
pcrossley@sungazette.com

n the 60 years since 
STEP began serving the 
needs of the community, 
it has grown from two 
programs to a literal 

smorgasbord that encompass every 
stage of life from infants just start-
ing their journey to the elderly who 
are winding down at the end of their 
travels and everything in between. 

In 1964, the federal Economic 
Opportunity Act  created communi-
ty action programs with the intent 
of mobilizing public and private 
resources in communities in order to 
eliminate the cause of poverty. STEP 
was one of 1,100 such programs 
established at that time. 

“STEP’s full name is actually the Lycom-
ing-Clinton County’s Commission for Com-
munity Action, so we are a community action 
agency,” said Rachelle Abbott, the current 
president and CEO of the local STEP.

Abbott explained that in 1966, a group of 
local individuals, including elected officials 
like the county commissioners came together 
to develop a bi-county agency. 

“They worked with the county to really 
look at what are the things that the counties 
do that we could help support...that’s why we 
are the Office of Aging and the transportation 

STEP

60 years of meeting the
community’s needs
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In this 1969 archive photo, Mrs. H.E. Grugan 
ises cards to teach students how to tell time. 
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City Council fills seat 
left vacant by death 
of longtime member 

By MARK MARONEY 
mmaroney@sungazette.com 

A former Republican City Council 
candidate was appointed to fill a council 
seat vacancy.

David Dussinger, an engineer with 
former public safety paramedic skill sets, 
was appointed by six council members to 
replace a seat left open by the passing of 
Bonnie Katz.

Council President Eric Beiter and the 
others agreed he was best prepared to hit 
the ground running among seven other 
candidates who were interviewed in panel 
style to make it fairest for all candidates.

“The precedent in the City of William-
sport has been to appoint someone of the 
same political party,” Beiter said, adding, 
“however, you have all been invited to 
interview regardless of party because we 
are going to get everybody’s input in this 
interview process.”

The interviews took place at the Com-
munity Theatre League. 

The candidates also included Giovanna 
Daniele, Jenny Broaddus, Shakeena Lee, 

(See CITY, Page A5)

Police officer suffers 
serious injuries in fall 
while pursuing suspect

By PHILIP A. HOLMES
pholmes@sungazette.com

JERSEY SHORE — A disturbance on 
North Main Street late Saturday night 
landed Jessica E. Barger in the Lycoming 
County Prison, and Lycoming Regional 
police Sgt. Brian Fioretti in an emergency 
room with serious upper body injuries, 
according to court documents.

Officers were dispatched to an apart-
ment at 225 N. Main St. about 10:30 p.m. 
to check on the welfare of a woman, later 
identified as Barger, who reportedly “was 
on methamphetamine and believed people 
were trying to kill her,” it was stated in 
an affidavit. When they entered the home, 
officers spotted in a bedroom suspected 
methamphetamine and drug parapherna-
lia on top of a desk, police said. 

The 33-year-old Barger was in the room 
and began yelling, telling the officers not 
to touch her as she headed into the living 
room, the court document stated.

She then suddenly ran out of the 
apartment with Fioretti and other officers 
chasing after her. Suddenly Fioretti, while 

(See POLICE, Page A5)

New principal named at LVIS
By PAT CROSSLEY 

pcrossley@sungazette.com 

As of July 1, Lycoming Valley Intermediate 
School (LVIS) will have a new principal as David 
J. Michaels, the current principal at Curtin Inter-
mediate, assumes the position of full-time principal 
following the retirement of Timothy P. Fausnaught 
after 17 years of service with the district.

The announcement of Michaels’ appointment was 
made at this month’s meeting of the Williamsport 
Area School board.

Related to the ongoing construction projects at 
the High School stadium and tennis courts, the 
board approved seven change orders. They includ-
ed four from Lobar, the general contractor, in the 
amount of $21,671, $9,177 and $21,092 in addition-
al charges and one in the amount of $43,256 in a 
cost reduction for the district due to a revision of 
site drawings to remove 476 linear feet of four-inch 
water line pipe.  Other change orders were: Hosier 
Enterprise, HVAC. $15,671; Silvertip, Inc., plumb-
ing, $2,740 and TurnKey, Inc., electrical, $6,001.

Two items pertaining to the construction, relat-
ed to the new golf training center were approved. 
They include two  Foresight Falcon launch monitors 
from Taza Supplies, South Holland, IL, at a cost 
of $33,771; and two slim booth 3 golf simulator en-
closures from Technology International, Inc., Lake 
May, FLA, at a cost of $36,460.  Both purchases are 
from the general fund.

Under personnel, the board accepted the resigna-
tions of Anthony L. Caputo III, part-time security 
guard at the High School, nine years of service and 
Diane M. Sorcha, part-time aide at Hepburn-Lycom-
ing for 19 years. They also approved the resignation 
of Brittney A. Johns, part-time aide at Curtin. 

(See NEW, Page A5)

Mourning Amish community lays mother, 6 children to rest
From Staff Reports

SALONA — A quiet procession 
of seven horse-drawn buggies car-
ried the bodies of Sarah Stoltzfus, 
34, and her six children to their 
final resting place Wednesday, 
three days after they were killed in 
a fast-moving house fire. 

The seven victims of one of the 
deadliest fires in Clinton County’s 
recent memory were buried in East 
End Cemetery, surrounded by 
mourning members of their Amish 
community. The burial followed a 
lengthy visitation at a nearby farm 
in Lamar Township. Auction Road, 
where the visitation took place, 

was closed between noon and 2 
p.m. to accommodate mourners 
and the funeral procession. 

Sarah was a member of the Old 
Order Amish Church. The Amish, 
who generally live traditional lives 
and shun technology, prefer not to 
be photographed. Members of the 
media were cordoned off from the 
funeral ceremonies and asked to 
observe from a distance. 

The tragedy, which is believed 
to have been caused by a propane 
tank explosion inside the fami-
ly’s home, has captured national 
attention, appearing in the Asso-
ciated Press, The New York Times 
and on various national television 

programs. 
Firefighters in Clinton Coun-

ty responded around 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday to the Stoltzfus residence 
in Lamar Township after reports 
of an explosion. By the time they 
arrived, the home was engulfed in 
flames, and the seven people inside 
were trapped, said state police. 

Reports filed by Trooper Ste-
phen Schramm of the State Police 
Fire/Explosion Investigation Unit 
indicate the cause of the fire re-
mains under investigation, though 
a propane leak inside the residence 
is being considered as a possible 

Rush to build data centers spawns confusion, Tioga County board told
By FORD TURNER 

The Center Square 

(The Center Square) 
— The rush to build data 
centers across Pennsyl-
vania is producing un-
certainty, confusion, or 
a lack of transparency in 
communities statewide, 
and even the big-picture 
question of how much 
data centers are driving 
electrical demand pro-
duces disagreement.

Question marks came 

up repeatedly on Fri-
day during a hearing 
in Tioga County held 
by the Center for Rural 
Pennsylvania. After 
one presentation by the 
mid-Atlantic region’s 
power grid manager and 
another by the Data 
Center Coalition, center 
board member Sen. Judy 
Schwank said it sounded 
like two different stories 
as to how much data 
centers were driving 
demand.

Dan Diorio, vice presi-
dent of the coalition, told 
Schwank increased man-
ufacturing, electrification 
of vehicles and buildings, 
and emerging hydrogen 
production underscore 
that “data centers are 
not the only source of 
load growth on our sys-
tem right now.” Stephen 
Bennett, a senior manag-
er at grid operator PJM 
Interconnection, retort-
ed, “They are predomi-
nant, by far” and added, 

“It is vastly biased to-
wards load growth from 
the data center industry 
as opposed to the other 
causes that Mr. Diorio 
just indicated.”

The hearing came at 
a time many communi-
ties in Pennsylvania are 
under pressure to make 
decisions quickly on a 
little-understood topic.

Although some bills 
have passed the state 

(See MOURNING, Page A5)

(See RUSH, Page A5)
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provider,” she said. 
While in other countries 

across the state some of STEP’s 
programs are based in county 
and municipal government, 
Abbott credits the “founding 
fathers” of STEP with being 
forward thinking in setting it 
up as a non-profit organization. 

“To ensure that we were 
maximizing the support to our 
local communities, our local 
municipalities, the local people, 
to ensure that Lycoming and 
Clinton (counties) were a great 
place to live, work and play in 
the future,” she said. 

One of the first programs 
that STEP supported was Head 
Start, which is still in existence 
today.  

“Our Head Start program fo-
cuses on lower income children 
and families to ensure school 
readiness,” Abbott said.

She pointed out that the 
number of children they have 
served over the years has 
grown and changed, particular-
ly with the addition of an Early 
Head Start component. 

“We now provide those Head 
Start services from zero to five 
and between Head Start, Early 
Head Start and some of our 
other pre-K programs, we’re 
right around 600 children per 
year today,” Abbott said. 

The Neighborhood Youth 
Program was another endeavor 
during the early years. It was 
a workforce development for 
youth where they worked for 
STEP for the summers. 

“While we don’t do that 
specific program anymore, the 
evolution of it is that we still 
have a very important youth 
program called the Youth En-
richment for Success program 
that is through our Service 
Navigation Program,” she said. 

“That program is a three 
level of need area where we 
actually help youth who are 
maybe unsure of what their 

future is going to be. They may 
be referrals from JPO (Juve-
nile Probation Office) or from 
a school district and we help 
them get on the right path to 
move forward, whatever that 
path is for the, whether that’s 
secondary education, wheth-
er that’s on the job training, 
whether that’s workforce. All of 
those pieces and when we help 
them be successful in life and 
be successful as community 
members,” she explained. 

Although it was initially 
mandated by the government, 
STEP is a private non-profit 
organization, one of 43 commu-
nity action agencies in the state 
and because of the territory 
that they cover and the breadth 
of services they offer, they are 
the second largest statewide. 

Because they were estab-
lished to meet community 
needs, every three years, STEP 
is required to do a needs as-
sessment. 

“That is what helps us to 
ensure that the programs that 
we have inside that we’re work-
ing on and the partnerships 
we have are really focused on 
those needs,” Abbott said. 

Throughout the community, 
STEP has over 320 designated 
partners that they work with 
for specific reasons. 

“While we are not a gov-
ernment entity, we very much 
work, collaborate and focus on 
implementing the government 
programs that they have,” she 
explained. 

“Many of the programs were 
developed in connection and 
coordination with local govern-
ments, such as the Homes in 
Need program, the Supportive 
Housing program. Much of the 
funding that we receive actu-
ally comes through the county 
government as a pass through 
before it gets to us, such as the 
medical assistance transporta-
tion program,” she said.

Because of the large num-
ber of designated community 

partners, STEP is able to offer 
wrap-around services for fam-
ilies or what Abbott called the 
whole family approach. 

For example, if a Head 
Start family or their child 
needs extra support, STEP can 
connect them with the BLaST 
IU’s which operate in Clinton 
and Lycoming County. STEP 
actually has classrooms within 
the Head Start facility that are 
BLaST classrooms. 

“In terms of those partner-
ships, we’re also kind of focus-
ing on what is going to make 
individuals successful for the 
long run,” Abbott said. 

“That may be looking at, 
how do we help with re-
sume-building, job shadowing? 
What does it look like? What 
are those goals that we can 
assist with to make individu-
als be able to move forward in 
their self-sufficiency journey. 
So economic mobility is truly 
one of those key components 
that we are focusing on with 
many of the individuals that 
come through our doors and so 
we do those emergency kind of 
services,” Abbott said. 

That could mean helping 
someone who is homeless 
to find a place to live that 
is affordable. That could be 
through the supportive housing 
program. Something that’s just 
temporary so that they can get 
back on their feet. Or maybe 
someone needs to be referred to 
the Rescue Workers for support 
or to any of the other partner 
agencies.

Or, there are instances 
where the partner agencies are 
referring those who need help, 
back to STEP. 

“We have partner agencies 
across the community that 
refer individuals that they’re 
helping with us. Whether that’s 
Children and Youth services, 
or MH (Mental Health), ID (In-
tellectual Disabilities) or any of 
our local partners…all of those 
pieces,” Abbott said. 

“It’s really a lot of that col-
laboration, of focusing on what 
we do best in terms of that case 
management, kind of whole 
home approach, but then also 
making sure that we’re work-
ing with all of the partners and 
what they do best as well,” she 
added. 

Another component of 
STEP’s work is focusing on 
vulnerable populations, such 
as older individuals or others 
who might have mobility issues 
with transport or for younger 
children, there’s Head Start. 
Programs to help ensure inde-
pendent living is happening. 

“We’re able to help seniors 
stay in their homes as long as 
possible. We’re helping them 
to get around the community 
whether it’s on a Friday to get 
their hair done, or going to 
the grocery store–any of those 
kings of pieces,” Abbott said. 

She described the Office of 
Aging as more dynamic be-
cause of the increase of older 
adults in the community and 
“just the nature of older adults 
wanting to stay involved.” 

“I think that has helped to 
push our programming right to 
the next level,” Abbott said. 

This has made the program-
ming more participant-driven, 
so that when someone express-
es an interest in an activity 
then resources are sought 
to provide that activity. At 
some of their eight  centers for 
healthy aging there are pick-
leball leagues. Another has 
woodworking and gardening 
programs.

“I think we’ve made them 
more inviting, more welcoming. 
A couple of the centers are rel-
atively newer in terms of con-
struction and I think that when 
it’s a place that people want to 
go to every day, they’re more 
likely to go to it,” she said. 

At the other end of the 
spectrum in terms of age, STEP 
has always been involved with 
childcare, from the early days 

of providing child care centers 
in addition to their Head Start 
program. 

As the state moved in terms 
of what they considered child-
care, STEP became more of a 
childcare information service to 
support families in connecting 
with childcare and obtaining 
subsidies, if needed. 

Then in 2019, the state 
moved the office of child de-
velopment and early learning 
to Early Learning Resource 
Centers (ELRC) and STEP 
now serves as  the ELRC for 
Lycoming, Clinton, and Tioga 
counties, continuing to provide 
not only support and resource 
referrals for families but also 
ensuring that childcare pro-
viders have the resources to be 
“high quality centers within the 
community,” Abbott said. 

Over the years, with the 
expansion to include so many 
programs, if there is a need, 
there is no “wrong door” to find 
help. 

“If you come in for utilities, 
we connect you with trans-
portation and child care,” said 
Jamey Williams, administra-
tive coordinator at STEP.

“We’ve moved to that one 
step concept,” added Abbott. 

“You come into our facility 
at any of our programs, we’re 
going to assess and see what 
you may need to ensure that 
economic mobility for you and 
your family moving forward,” 
Abbott said, adding, “it’s kind 
of that we’re working ourselves 
out of a job.”

With over a staff of 300, 
STEP is also an economic driv-
er in the community. 

“You don’t have to look too 
far to find someone in our com-
munity that works or worked 
or retired from our agency,” 
Abbott said. 

I also think that’s what 
makes the 60th anniversary so 
special–STEP has touched so 
many lives within our commu-
nity,” she said.

(From Page A1)

STEP celebrates 60 years of meeting the community’s needs

trying to detain her, fell down a flight of steps, 
resulting in “serious bodily injuries to his head and 
hands,” it was stated in the affidavit. He was taken 
by ambulance to a hospital for medical treatment.

Once outside, Barger, of 30 Faith Lane, Trout 
Run, was totally out of control, swinging at police 
officers and emergency medical technicians who 
were trying to help her and get her under control. 
She is alleged to have kicked one of the officers in 
the shins and “yelled at the top of her lungs ‘Help, 
help. The police are trying to kill me. Help,’” the 
court document stated.

Due to her “volatile, violent and out-of-control 
belligerent behavior, it was determined that she 
needed to be given medicine to physically sedate 
her” so that she could not injure herself or others 
more. Hearing her “obnoxious screaming,” numer-
ous residents on the street came out of their homes 
to witness the commotion, police said. The woman 
was taken from the scene, but there was no infor-
mation on whether she was transported to a hospi-
tal or a police station.

Barger has since been arraigned before District 
Judge Denise Dieter on felony charges of aggra-
vated assault and evading arrest as well as several 
misdemeanors, including resisting arrest, disorderly 
conduct, possession of methamphetamine and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. She remains jailed in 
lieu of $75,000 bail.

There was no information Wednesday afternoon 
on how Fioretti’s recovery was progressing. 

Police officer suffers 
serious injuries in fall 
while pursuing suspect
(From Page A1)

Steve Caravaggio, Ariana Moore, Mike Gardner and 
Grace Weil.

Dussinger will be on the seat for a little more than 
a year and a half. The term would end in January 
2028, Beiter said.

Incumbent Democrat Jon Mackey remarked that 
he will not run again for council.

Questions included:
• What do you believe are the most important 

responsibilities of a council member and what does 
public service mean? 

• What are the top three issues that Williamsport 
is facing and why and what does a thriving William-
sport look like for you?

• How should the city partner with the county, the 
private sector, and regional organizations and what 
is one specific idea that you would want to pursue or 
push in your first six months of being on council?

• How would you approach difficult budget 
decisions with the limited resources that I think 
you know Williamsport has and, furthermore, how 
should the city evaluate whether a project is “worth 
it?”

The meeting was recorded and is on Youtube. 
It lasted more than three hours, including rea-

sons by each council member why Dussinger was 
the top choice, reasons why Daniele was on par with 
Dussinger, and appreciating the rest of the candi-
dates who assembled within days for the panel.

Common themes of the night featured the chal-
lenging annual budget, the financial responsibility 
to taxpayers, transparency, answering and listing to 
constituents concerns, getting along with others even 
in disagreement, having to sometimes stand alone in 
decision-making when the minority vote, and prom-
ises to gain more insight and bringing their various 
work experiences to bear in serving on council.

Because of their interest in serving, the seven can-
didates who were not chosen for the single open seat 
were encouraged to run for public office, or apply for 
one of the many appointments on various boards and 
authorities in the city.

“Next year is an election year,” Beiter stressed. “If 
you are not selected tonight, please keep that in the 
back of your mind,” he said. “We are going to have 
four seats on this council that are going to be up for 
re-election, some may decide to run again, some may 
not decide to run again,” he said.

City Council fills seat left vacant by death of longtime member
(From Page A1)

Staff hirings approved included: Taylor R. 
Chrisenberry, full-time executive director of the 
district’s education foundation and public relations, 
$65,000; Kristina N. Jones, full-time special educa-
tion teacher at Cochran Primary, $72,193; Kathryn 
A. Stevenson, part-time administrative support 
I/mailroom clerk at the District Service Center, 
$20.87 per hour; Marie E. Fox, certified retiree sub-
stitute teacher, $160 per day; Richard T. Dracup III 
and Braydon M. Miller, certified substitute teach-
ers, $150 per day; and Catherine E. Rich-Washing-
ton, head high school cheerleading coach for three 
years at a stipend of $5,130.

The board also approved staffing for the Summer 
Kinder Camp, the 5th marking period academic 
recovery and the high school acceleration summer 
school. 

Following the approval by the board, a full-time 
sign language interpreter for the district and a dean 
of students at Curtin will be part of the district’s 
staff. 

Kimberly Owen, full-time instructional support/
water safety aide was contracted for two hours 
per day for one week as a temporary lifeguard for 
the summer school health and physical education 
program.

The purchase of supplies from various suppli-
ers was approved by the board including: athletic, 
$12,699; art,  $21,082; custodial, $23,419; and 
general, $57,165. 

The next board meeting will be at 6 p.m., May 
12, at the District Service Center, 2780 W. Fourth 
St. 

New principal named at LVIS
(From Page A1)

cause. 
Schramm and members of 

the PSP Montoursville unit are 
handling both the origin-and-cause 
and death investigations. The 
victims were Sarah and her six 
children: sons Andrew, 11; Benji, 

10; Michael, 5; and James, 2; and 
daughters Susie, 8; and Barbie, 6.

Sarah was the wife of David F. 
Stoltzfus, who survives. 

The Old School Market, at 34 
East End Mountain Road, said on 
social media it will have a donation 
box for David on Friday and Satur-
day between its two offices.  

The market also said an ac-
count has been set up for monetary 
donations, and checks can be made 
payable to the David Stoltzfus 
Fund. Donations may be dropped 
off at the Old School Market or 
mailed to David Stoltzfus Fund, 
First National Bank, PO Box 35, 
Loganton, PA 17747.

Mourning Amish community lays mother, 6 children to rest
(From Page A1)

House, Pennsylvania has no 
comprehensive regulations on 
data centers. Gov. Josh Shapiro 
laid out in his February budget 
proposal a set of expectations for 
big data center proposals.

That Shapiro concept for a set 
of rules, which he dubbed “Gover-
nor’s Responsible Infrastructure 
Development” or GRID, has not 
yet been put into bill form.

Asked this week whether the 
discussion of data center regu-
lations should be separate from 
budget negotiations — which hap-
pen behind closed doors - Shapiro 
pointed to the divided Legislature. 
There, the Republican Senate ma-
jority is led by Sen. Joe Pittman 
of Indiana County, and the House 
Democratic majority is led by Rep. 
Matt Bradford of Montgomery 
County.

“Whether that is done separate 
from the budget process or with it; 
much of that will be up to Leader 
Pittman and Leader Bradford to 
decide. They control the flow of 
bills on their agenda,” Shapiro 
said. “What is important to me 
is that it gets to my desk so I can 
sign it into law and protect the 
good people of Pennsylvania.”

One bill that passed the House, 
sponsored by Democratic Rep. 
Robert Matzie of Beaver County, 
contained rules giving responsi-
bilities to the state Public Utilty 
Commission. Another would have 
a state agency create a “model 
ordinance” to help municipalities 
deal with the data center boom.

At least a few lawmakers are 
talking about some form of mora-
torium on development.

On Friday, it was clear the 
industry is generating a need 
for speed in getting data centers 
built.

Diorio said the industry is “on 
a very steep demand curve right 
now” and is “trying to build out 
as quickly as it can.” Hence, he 
said, “time to market” — in other 
words, how long it will take to get 
it running — is a big considera-
tion.

Communities are feeling pres-
sure to decide quickly on compli-
cated questions that could affect 
electricity, water use, property 
values, and quality of life, accord-
ing to James Ladlee, a program 
leader at Penn State Extension.

“We have got to get some tools 
out there as quickly as possible, 
and some guidance,” Ladlee said. 
The “wave,” he said, has hit “re-

ally fast for everybody, including 
our township supervisors.”

Local meetings have become 
lengthy and demanding on propos-
als with “varying levels of project 
transparency,” Ladlee said.

Bennett said PJM understood 
AI and data center development 
are fundamental to national se-
curity, health care research, and 
other areas. At the same time, he 
said, development is occurring 
at a speed that is “foreign” to the 
utility industry and generative 
AI is creating electricity demand 
“like nothing we have ever seen 
before.”

Diorio said more than 18,000 
jobs in Pennsylvania were tied di-
rectly to data centers in 2023. Be-
yond that, nearly 100,000 direct, 
indirect, or “induced” jobs overall 
were tied to data centers in Penn-
sylvania that year, he said.

He ticked off benefits produced 
by data centers including capital 
investment, tax revenue, high-
wage jobs, and strengthening 
of the tech “ecosystem.” For a 
specific example, he cited a Meck-
lenburg County, Va., post-data 
center dynamic where the average 
taxpaying household was expected 
to see a $100 reduction in its tax 
bills over a single year.

Rush to build data centers spawns confusion, Tioga County board told
(From Page A1)




